
Artists’ Work
Religious and Secular Works



Brief History

•Founded in Etna in 1984, members of the 
Greek Orthodox Convent of St. Elizabeth 
have established themselves as a source for 
exquisitely created Byzantine iconography.  
Examples of religious-inspired work, and 
contemporary themed pieces created by 
Mother Justina, Mother Eupraxia and Mother 
Barbara



History (continued)

•The convent supports itself through sales of 
artwork, religious garments, hand-tied prayer 
ropes and traditional Byzantine Icons. 
Swedish-born Mother Justina is the 
convent’s head iconographer and has been 
teacher and inspiration to the other 
members of the convent.  



•Over 30 years, the 
convent has built a 
reputation for professional 
high-quality hand-made 
products which they have 
sold nationally and 
internationally. They also 
offer printed reproductions 
of all of their artwork.



• Mother Barbara creates 
traditional Byzantine images 
for support of the convent. 
She has also ventured into 
contemporary works with 
much success. She has 
developed her talent in 
colored pencil drawing, 
water color and gouache 
paint and in 5 recent years, 
her work was selected in 
Siskiyou Golden Fair poster 
contest.



• Mother Eupraxia has been creating 
intricate embroidery for more than 20 
years.  Inspired by the paintings 
produced at the convent, Mother 
Eupraxia translated these images, 
through her mastery of free-motion 
embroidery, also known as “thread 
painting”. To create one a line 
drawing is set onto fabric and the 
fabric is secured within a hoop.  
During stitching, the hoop is freely 
moved about while stitch speed is 
controlled with a foot-pedal.  The 
result is a beautiful stitched 
“painting”.  



• Mother Barbara, Mother 
Justina and Mother 
Eupraxia collectively 
have been recognized 
many times for entries 
submitted to Jerry’s 
Artarama and Colored 
Pencil Magazine.  The 
artwork they are best 
known for, however, is 
their traditional 
Byzantine Iconography, 
painted with an 
emphasis on how the 
meaning of the light 
plays throughout the 
painting. 

Mother Barbara with Kermit – graphite by Mother Justina



Taliesin 
Fire by 
Mother 
Barbara
This depicts 1929 
Cord originally 
owned by Frank 
Lloyd Wright, who 
had it painted a 
custom color, 
Taliesin Fire.  



Tomato 
Still Life 
(Pastel) by 
Mother 
Barbara



The nuns of 
the convent 
built their 
own 
buildings 
and 
completed 
the artwork 
within 
them.



Aside from her 
Byzantine style 
icon work, 
Mother Justina 
utilizes a number 
of mediums 
including 
watercolor, 
pastel, and 
graphite



The website for the 
convent promotes 
their traditional 
paintings, 
embroidery, music, 
vestments, however 
their shop in Etna 
also includes 
secular artwork and 
gifts such as 
handmade candles, 
and their own 
wrapping paper



Pears by Mother Justina
(Pastel)



Pringle and the Orchid 
(Color Pencil)
by Mother Barbara



Mother 
Barbara 
at Work



The Convent of St 
Elizabeth can help 
with display and 
whatever is needed.  
They cand be present 
for the opening.  They 
can easily fill the 
whole gallery.  
Summer is best for 
them to show.



The 
Artwork 
of 
Convent 
of St 
Elizabeth 
has been 
featured 
twice by 
Marble 
Rim 
Gallery



Both Shows were very well attended


